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"The Many Faces of the Chinese Horse God"

The Horse God (Ma'shen F5iilfl), also known as the Horse King (Ma'wang 5 +), was among the most
popular deities of late-imperial China. The Horse God's ancestry extends back to ancient India as a de-
scendent of the Horse-Headed Bodhisattva Avalokite§vara, whose cult was introduced to China through
esoteric (Tantric) Buddhism. However, this Indian divinity was amalgamated into native Chinese reli-
gions and cultic practices by Chinese Muslims, the literati elite, and the Daoist clergy. The talk explores
the interplay of Indian Buddhism and native Chinese religion as reflected in the Horse King's multiple
identities.
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